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EXAM RESULTS 2021

GCSE RESULTS
Our GCSE cohort has produced super results,
and our warmest congratulations to them.
The girls have shown a real depth of character
throughout the pandemic, and their grit and
determination will set them up for further
future success.

A Level Results
Our warmest, warmest congratulations to our Year 13 cohort, who received their
A Level examination results. The immense pressure upon this group, in particular, has
been exceptionally difficult to bear, but they have conducted themselves with brilliance,
stoicism and resilience throughout. Their incredible results are a testament to their sheer
determination and hard work, and are richly deserved. Well done, Year 13!
A LEVEL HIGHLIGHTS:
We are so proud of all our Year 13 cohort. There have been some superb performances,
and we highlight a selection below.
Lani C has 4 A* and will read Medicine at Southampton
Cameron H received 3 A* and will read Psychology and Philosophy at the University
of Oxford
Also receiving an incredible 4 A*s are Isabelle H, Katie D, Grace G and Sophie-Louise M.
Leting T received 3 A* and 2 A grades.
Our amazing scientists and mathematicians:
Natasha T received 3A* in Physics, Maths and Chemistry; Sophie K received A*s in Biology
and Chemistry, and Jade B received 2 A* in Biology and Maths
PASS RATES: Maths 90% A* • Chemistry 67% A/A* • Physics 60% A/A*
SUPER RESULTS: Honor E – 3 A*, 1 A; Emily C, Emily D, Elena J, Darcey S – 2A 1A*;
Victoria B, Emily S, Evie K-S – 3 As
Congratulations to the whole of Year 13, who have done us, and themselves, so proud.

PREP NEWS
We are delighted to
have been shortlisted
for an award in the Prep
School category of the
Independent Schools of
the Year 2021 awards.

St Teresa’s
Effingham

RECORD NUMBERS
St Teresa’s started the new academic year with
numbers at an all time high. Demand for 2022
is high with record registrations.

Prep & Senior

Have
you seen...
Our exciting new
Extra-Curricular
Activities brochure?
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English
Rotary Club Young Writer
Competition
The English Department has enjoyed great success
again this year in the Young Writer Competition. The
subject matter this year was ‘My Happiest Day’. The
task set was: ‘To produce a written or typed story,
which could be fiction or non-fiction, a story or a
poem, as long as the piece related to the theme.’ Over
70 entries were received from local schools.
Our Intermediate Winners Prose: Annabelle M,
Natasha B, Abigail B
Runners Up: India S, Sophie Y, Lucy S, Freya D,
Shanelle E
Winners Poetry: Naomi R
Senior Runners Up Prose: Georgina S and Corelia W
Senior Poetry Runner Up: Ella M

Enrichment Activities
Year 7 Floreat Festival
As part of their Year 7 Enrichment
Programme, each Year 7 undertakes a
piece of self-directed research, known
as the ‘Floreat Project’. In lessons, the
girls nominate an area of study that is
of personal interest to them, research
one topic in detail, present their findings
to their class, and produce a written
reflection on their progress. In 2021,
the project culminated in the ‘Floreat
Festival’, which was held in Mairlot Hall
in April. Due to restrictions, only the
teaching staff were invited to attend.
Nonetheless, the Festival showcased
an enormous variety of interests, from
black holes to blobfish and everything
in between! Dr McShane awarded
Headmistress’ Commendations to a
number of girls, and congratulated Year
7 on their tremendous efforts!

The Years 8 & 9 ‘Hypatia’
Essay Competition

Psychology Lecture
“Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde”
Year 10 enjoyed a wonderful session with Mr Gill
on the psychology of ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’. They
explored Freud’s theories and how his work can be
applied to their essays on the text which has produced
some very interesting work.

Years 7–9
In the final weeks of this academic year, Years 7–9 have
produced some wonderful fiction projects, cookbooks
and WW1 anthologies.

The ‘Hypatia Cup’, was presented to
Amelia (Year 9) in December 2020 as
winner of the Years 8 and 9 ‘Hypatia’
Essay Competition. The brief for the
competition was simple: chose an object
and outline (in 2000 words or less) its
importance to the world today. Amelia’s
essay focused on the importance of
icebergs, and impressed the judging
panel with her clarity of thought and her
astute observations. The Enrichment
Team received over 30 entries, and
are very much looking forward to next
year’s essays!

Renaissance Girl Projects

World Book Day

The Year 7 ‘Renaissance Girl’ project
continues to go from strength to
strength! This year, there were a total
of 17 completed projects, which will
now grace the Mairlot Hall corridor for
the next 12 months. Each participant
received either a Department or
Headmistress’ commendation,
along with a specially commissioned
bookmark. Particular mention to
Georgie H., who was presented with
the ‘Desiderius Erasmus Award for
Academic Depth and Rigour’, and to
Sophia W., who won the coveted
‘Artemisia Gentileschi Award for the
Best Presented Project’. Enrichment
Society was treated to a number
of presentations from the Year 7
Renaissance Girls, including topics
as diverse as skateboarding, housing
chickens and the phenomenon of crow
funerals!

Pupils may have been in lockdown for
World Book Day 2021 but that did
not stop them…their challenge was to
recreate at home a scene from a book
they have enjoyed. We were treated to
some wonderful dioramas ranging from
The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party to Swallows
and Amazons.

Massolit
GCSE and A Level English pupils have
enjoyed listening to a wide range of
lectures from esteemed academics
through the Massolit platform. This
has enabled them to enrich their
understanding of their set texts and
explore their own interests.

2021
CENSUS
This year, March the 23rd
was UK Census Day.
Here at St Teresa’s, we
also did our own version
of the Census in our
mathematics lessons. This
involved asking questions
to the whole school
from Year 7 to Year 13.
Some of the questions
were ‘how long does it
take you to get ready for
school’ and ‘how many
languages do you speak’.
Students in Year 7 and
Year 8 used this data to
create various charts to
represent this data. We
then wrote a report and
discussed the data. We
really enjoyed presenting
our own charts of data to
the class.
By Georgia and Lila

MATHS
In November, students studying mathematics in Years 12 and 13 participated in the UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge. The 90 minute challenge consisting of fiendishly difficult multiple-choice questions is sat by students
across the country. Particular congratulations go to Catherine L in Year 12, who achieved a gold award,
awarded to the top 6% of participants. Well done also to Lucy-Kate C and Natasha T who were awarded
silver certifications, as well as Scarlett A, Abby H, Saskia C and Gina Y who achieved bronze awards.

FOST
FOST is more than just a group of parents who volunteer, we are a group of people
who have become friends through FOST!
We run events to raise money to purchase items for our children at St Teresa’s. This
past year, despite Covid, we have furnished a Well being room and bought picnic
blankets for the Senior girls, bought Easter eggs and iPads for the Prep girls, raised
£914 for Macmillan, held a successful on-line Christmas Fair as well as treated all the
girls to locally made ice cream on St Teresa’s Feast day!! We help at the school in any
way they may need at school events and run a well stocked second hand uniform
shop. (Which, despite Covid, we have kept running – albeit from the back of cars in
the school car park!!)
Our new Chair is Cathy Hastoy, who is taking over from Sue Sweetbaum this
Summer. We have three deputy chairs, Cath Jones who represents the prep
school and Amanda Sherazee and Deborah Whipple who share the deputy role
representing the senior school. Deborah Lindsell is our Treasurer and Sarah
Studholme our Secretary. We have committee members from across both schools
so please do get in touch if you’re interested in joining us.
Most of our communication is sent through our year reps and ‘Classlist’ and the
school weekly bulletins. All new parents have been sent an invitation to join Classlist,
but if you haven’t received your email or need any help at all please email
secretary.fost@icloud.com

Music
Music Events 2020–21
The concerts and soirées this year have been
magnificent despite being screened online. We have
seen wonderful performances by so many girls; In the
spring concert, particularly memorable were Felicity
H who played Shark Soup by Wedgewood on the
piano, Gabriella D-G who played a Vivaldi Allegro on
the violin and Lara A who performed the Elegy by
Faure on the cello. In the recent summer soirée we
heard lovely performances by Klara J on the cello and
by Sophie Y on the trumpet, and in the concert we
were thrilled by Rose M playing Danse Neopolitan by
Tchaikovsky, Ella M singing Seufzer, Tranen, Kummer
by JS Bach, and Rhiannon playing the harp. Even Dr
McShane and Mr O’Farrell performed a duet on
flute and piano in this concert. Of course, one of the
highlights was the wonderful Year 7 string ensemble
conducted by Miss Wallace.
There were 3 evensong occasions this year, with each
being a very beautiful moment to contemplate and
enjoy the wonderful singing of our choirs throughout
the years. Evensongs were sung by Schola Cantorum
and conducted by Mrs Yalden.
The Carol Service online was so enjoyable and
performed by choirs from each year, all in different
locations around the school, before all girls assembled
outside the chapel for Hark The Herald Angels Sing.
Particularly memorable in the carol service was the
wonderful duet; Rutter’s Nativity Carol sung by Ella
and Ruby, recorded in the stables with the horses
listening attentively.
In the summer term we have had amazing celebration
of musical productions for each year. These events
were so enjoyable with girls able to perform musicals
such as Into The Woods by Sondheim in Year 9, and
Chicago by Kander and Ebb in Years 12 & 13.
Earlier in the year, the music scholars enjoyed an
evening together, when we all watched a trio of operas
that were screened by the Royal Opera House.
Everyone was surprised how dramatic and enjoyable
opera can be!
In June, the A Level music students, Lara and Ella
were joined by a visiting professional string quartet,
who played the girls’ compositions. An intense 3 hour
workshop followed, during which our girls interacted
with the pros, and musical ideas were bounced
backwards and forwards. The result was astonishing,
with really impressive pieces emerging. The players and
the girls thoroughly enjoyed the event.
Extra-curricular activities were in full swing this year
with the Year 10 jazz band, the Year 7 ukulele group,
the string ensemble, the 6th Form Boogie Band and
the Year 10 choir all enjoying the music making.



Geography
This has been a very unusual and disappointing year for the Geography Department
with no fieldtrips able to run due to the Covid-19 protocols. We did plan to take out
Year 13 to prepare for the Non-Assessed Examination component of the A Level
course; however, a bubble closure the day before we were due to go laid our best
plans to rest.

As we approach the end of
the year, the girls have been
engaged with a variety of
creative learning opportunities.
 Year 7 students
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Finally, our Year 12 students have been learning about
international trade and have competed against each
other in Christian Aid’s Trading Game to better
understand its workings and how it benefits some
countries over others.
To celebrate World Water Day on 22 March, the
Year 8 students learned about the water footprints
of different foods. They then took part in a challenge
to design two meals, one with a high water footprint
and one with a low water footprint. Lucie B, Year 8,
produced the example attached.
The Geography Department is looking forward to the
next academic year and being able to resume fieldtrips.
Our first planned trip will be to take the Year 13
students to the Field Studies Council centre at Slapton
Leys, Devon in October.
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Science
ECO COUNCIL
The Eco Council are proud to announce that St
Teresa’s has been awarded an Eco-Schools Silver
Award for achievement in working towards a
sustainable lifestyle. This is great news, congratulations
and thank you for all your fantastic efforts. However
their hard work doesn’t stop here, their next aim is to
get the Eco-Schools Green Flag Award.

CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD
SUccESS
Natasha and I thoroughly enjoyed taking part in this
years Chemistry Olympiad. The questions were very
challenging and stretched our problem solving abilities.
We would both recommend this to the year below to
give it a try when they have the opportunity because it
was such fun and well worth the challenge.

YEAR 7 SCIENCE CLUB
Lunchtime Year 7 Science Club has proved very popular with boomerang
competitions, spaghetti towers, decomposing fruit analysis, dried fruit kebabs and
growing dried beans to see the effects of temperature and light levels.
Special mention must go to Scarlett H and Jessica J who seemed very determined
to assassinate Dr Evans and Ms Edwards during the boomerang competition!

Written by Honor E

MEDSOC SOCIETY
Medsoc society is run for Year 10 to Year 13
to discuss topical issues especially for those
interested in studying medicine at University.

BIOLOGY
SOCIETY
In Biology society
many interesting and
fascinating experiments
were conducted such
as modelling how
epigenetic changes
switch on and off genes
when cells differentiate,
using marshmallows and
strawberry laces.

SCIENCE WEEK 2021
In British Science Week, the school were delighted to be
able to watch the live streaming of the ducklings hatching
in the Science labs, there was much excitement when the
yellow balls of fluff emerged from their shells. There was
a plethora of other activities that the girls took part in
such as Interactive virtual tours of the Science Museum,
Portrait of a Scientist competitions, Spring competition,
Biology Olympiad, Virtual Stem Fest and to end the week
Explosions in the Field.

Art
It has been fantastic to see the students embrace
lots of exciting and dynamic approaches, when
undertaking a range of processes and techniques
associated with Fine Art, Photography and Textile
Design; this has resulted in a wonderful variety of
two and three-dimensional works, ranging from
constructed and printed textiles, to ceramics
and fine art
painting.

The Performing Arts Department was delighted to be able
to put on five productions during the academic year, despite
theatres being closed and no audiences allowed in Mairlot
Hall. Auditions and rehearsals started in September 2020
and during the next few months the girls endured the most
arduous and unexpected challenges during the pandemic and
lockdown. The performance dates were postponed three
times and the casts were finally able to perform in May
2021. Their performances were recorded and the school
community were able to watch a different production
each evening during Values Week. Year 7 performed
extracts from ‘Wendy and Peter Pan’, Year 8 ‘Grimm
Tales’, Year 9 ‘Into the Woods’, Year 10 ‘Blood Brothers’
and the Sixth Form performed extracts from ‘Chicago’.
The talented casts and companies did an amazing job
and there were some outstanding performances. Their
robust approach, resilience and determination throughout
the rehearsal and production process was exemplary and
everyone involved should be congratulated on an outstanding
achievement. Never before has the phrase ‘the show must go
on’ rung so true.

Year
11 Prom
The girls were delighted to be
able to celebrate the end of
the year with their Prom
and they had lots
of fun.

Sixth Form
Sixth Form round up
In July, as their final PE enrichment session of the year, Year 12 students had the opportunity to participate
in the Nuts Challenge, which is a 1.5–2hr obstacle course and team building exercise race on the outskirts
of Dorking. There was lots of mud, a water assault course, climbing, crawling and challenging obstacles.
The girls ended up soaked and covered in mud after swimming and running through the various obstacles
and mud-made slides. Although this was not everyone’s cup of tea they all got stuck in and helped each
other over the obstacles and through the trenches and under.
Year 11 students were invited into our Sixth Form for their A Level Transition Programme after their
GCSEs. This has been really valuable for them as they are able to get an insight into life in the Sixth Form
and what their A Level subjects are like. They have also had a chance to start looking at their EPQ projects
and meet the current Year 12s to make their transition as smooth as possible. .
We have also had some of the Year 13s back with us whilst they enjoy their Pre-University Courses.
The aim of this is to teach students the skills required for learning at university, whilst the seminars with
subject relevant teachers offer guidance, support and discussion. A very popular workshop was Miss
Bates Cooking On A Budget, where a group of Year 13 students have spent some time with Miss Bates
discussing nutrition, costing and things to consider when cooking at university in preparation for those girls
taking the next chapter in September.
Other highlights
included the Year 13
students relaxing in
their Looking After
Yourself: Relaxation
Gong Bath workshop,
learning all about
budgeting in Mr
O’Farrell’s Managing
Your Money and
earning their Mental
Health First Aid
Qualification through
the completion of
the MHFA two day
qualification course.

Year 12
Celebration
Party
We had our ‘Survival Party’ to
celebrate coming to the end of
the first year of A Levels. We
had a very nice BBQ, music,
decorations, chocolate fountain
and some fun awards for the
girls. The event was organised
by our Sixth Form Events
Committee.

BUSINESS &
ECONOMICS
In terms of the Business and
Economics Department…
thunder roll…
Previous exciting days out
prior to the lockdown included
visiting the Bank of England and
business and economics students
experiencing the hefty 12kg
weight of a gold bar worth more
than the value of an average
house! We have ventured out to
the Mini factory that is so vast it
can hold 14 football pitches with
£24m worth of manufacturing
robots that work in a ‘ballet’
sequence to produce 1000 cars
a day!

A huge well done to our Senior Prefect: Values, Lucy K, who worked with the teachers to
organise all of the events in Values Week, the whole school community were able to
enjoy the daily dose of Breakeoke, equestrian visits, the making of hearts for the
chapel and butterfly display in the dining hall with a group of us attending the
pilgrimage to Guildford Cathedral. The planning for Values Week 2022 has
already begun with the excitement already rising for next year!
Lara A and Ella M were lucky enough to be able to participate in a top
level string quartet visiting the school on Monday 21st June. Below are
some words written by our Music Prefect, Ella M, about the experience.
“The string quartet gave us both such an important insight into how
composition transforms when put into live performance. Being able to talk
to each member of the string quartet and look at what worked and didn’t
work well with each section allowed the overall product to transform
into something much more alive and vibrant. We came away with a much
stronger understanding of our pieces and lots of ideas to make it much clearer
for a performer to read our intent. It was so unique to anything we have done
at A level and a brilliant opportunity that we are really thankful for!”
Recently we have launched our very own student magazine, which has been a real
success! All of the student leadership team have worked really hard over the last few months to
produce an outstanding magazine written and edited by the students of St T’s, for the students of St T’s.
As the end of term approached and exam week had finished we couldn’t think of a better way to end
than getting revenge on the teachers for some of the exam questions. The Head Girl Team and Mr Norris
took on Dr McShane’s idea of an end of term quiz to another level with a twist. It involved the teachers
being drenched with buckets of water. Unfortunately the Head Girl Team did end up getting soaked as Mr
O’Farrell got all of the questions right!
Year 12 and 13 students enjoyed being covered in paint as part of a charitable colour run organised
by Libby C. This event had been due to happen last March but had to be postponed due to COVID,
however it was a real success and the donations raised were in aid of cancer research.

We had a talk from a business
entrepreneur who tackled the
NHS ventilation equipment crisis
by inventing a connector gadget
that provided the essential
attachment to work ventilators,
absolutely marvellous work.
We had an MP visit the school in
order to talk about the effects of
Brexit on the UK, its sovereignty,
identity and its prospects
in terms of global trading
opportunities.
This week I have had the delight
of introducing our Year 11’s to
the world of business and they
are creating their own business
plans with some already starting
to prepare to launch their
products and services over this
Summer holiday. With immense
imagination, foresight and
creativity, business plans include
Air Force One’s shoe design
and customising service, winebottle candle presentation gifts,
designer nail packages, bicycle
shop and café, a charitable and
a community funding circle, to
name but a few.

Y12 & 13 Colour run

Y12 BBQ

Y13 BBQ

muck-up day

Year 13
Prom
Class of 2021 celebrate
their Prom Night!

PE Dept
In September to engage the girls, and get a little
healthy competition, we started Friday afternoon
Fantasy League with four teams competing against each
other in a variety of sports that Covid permitted on
site. Hockey, Netball, Football, Rounders and the Santa
Fun Run were played and points awarded accordingly.
Whilst online the challenges became more creative
with teams competing in distances, speed, stair climbs,
and fitness challenges along
with more fun egg and spoon
races and ‘retrobic’ sessions.
Miss Kay’s Year 10 GCSE PE
showed a great adaptability
and resourcefulness
throughout online learning and
live lessons this year. Using
creative methods to engage
the pupils, and consolidate
learning, the girls took part
in components of fitness
tests at home using accessible objects to replicate
lab conditions. Creativity and artistic talent helped
when learning about the cardio vascular system and
respiratory system where the girls were challenged to
design a t-shirt with anatomically correct diagrams and
key terminology. When lessons returned to school the
class have built large scale hearts, lungs and working
muscles to show the pathway of oxygenated and
deoxygenated blood during rest and exercise.
Miss Still and Miss Gibson’s Year 11 classes faced two
years of challenging times; however, both groups
showed resilience and determination to prevail in such
turbulent times. Both classes worked hard to cover the
content, and revise to a high standard for the summer
assessments. We wish them well with any future
sporting endeavours.

A particular favourite topic covered by Miss Kay in applied anatomy and physiology
section was the lesson with sweets to demonstrate energy for exercise and the
resynthesise of ATP. The Year 13 girls were tasked to create learning videos using
household objects to replicate the various energy systems, Evie creatively used Lego
bricks to make exothermic and endothermic reactions come to life. We wish the
Year 13 girls all the best at University and are pleased to know they are continuing a
future in sports with their chosen subjects.

Sports Day

Prep News
Frozen Kingdom	
As part of their Frozen Kingdom topic, Year 6 experimented with ‘gloopy glaciers’
and ‘blubber gloves’. They learnt about what glaciers are and how they move and
how blubber keeps animals in the artic regions warm.

Later on in the term, the girls learnt about how
the Inuit people in the Arctic build igloos before
researching suitable materials and methods for creating
their own model igloo. After completing detailed, step
by step instructions they finally built their models with
varying success! It was great fun, as well as a brilliant
opportunity to learn about different materials and
what makes strong structures.

Stone Age Day
Year 3 enjoyed a Stone Age Day, launching their new topic and
getting to know their classmates. Through the course of the day
they designed jewellery, participated in cave painting on stones and
learnt about hunter gatherers with an exciting treasure hunt around
the school. They also had a workshop in our Forest School with
Mrs Haymes, where they lit their own fires, ground corn and made
shelters. In music, the girls used natural materials to create their
own stone age musical instruments. They have found bamboo to
use as pipes and have made some very inventive instruments with
sticks, conkers and acorns.

Traders
and
Raiders	
Year 4 started their
topic Traders and Raiders
by imagining that they
were Anglo-Saxon
warriors invading the
shores of Brancaster
Beach. They had to
build themselves a boat,
working together in
their classes, showing
teamwork and problem
solving skills.  Each boat
had to fit the whole
class inside and be
seaworthy!
We think
Year 4 did
a fantastic
job!

Viking Day	
The girls in Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed Viking Day. Everyone dressed up as a fierce
warrior complete with many wonderful homemade shields, swords and even
helmets. They took part in an online Viking workshop, enjoying finding out more
about Viking life. This was followed with activities such as printing their name in
Runes into clay, deciphering Viking artefacts, playing games from this period of
time and even drawing a Viking figure.

Harvest	
It was fitting to end the first half term with our beautiful Harvest Festivals where
we thanked God for all the many gifts He has given us. All of the classes donated
items for Dorking Food Bank, making a huge difference to many families who had
been struggling through the Pandemic.

Egyptology Museum
To start their topic ‘Pharaohs’ our Year 5 classrooms were turned into a museum of Egyptology. Our budding historians researched and created
artefacts dating back 3,000 years to put on display! There was even a life sized sarcophagus!

Art Club
Year 5 Art Club created collages in various media to
brighten spirits and spread a little happiness and joy
during these challenging times.

Gardening
Club
Our gardening club went from
strength to strength this year.
We developed an area with raised
beds and the girls enjoyed learning
all about what it takes to sow and
plant your own fruit, vegetables and
flowers from seed.

Iron Age
Workshop
Year 3 had a fascinating experience learning about the
Iron Age in their online workshop. They started the day
with a gripping story about an Iron Age girl, then made
string and even a Stone Age marble toy from wool.
They then made a brooch with wire and were able to
ask our host, archaeologist, Vanessa, many questions
about what it was like to live in those times.

Anti-Bullying Week
The theme of this year’s Anti-Bullying Week was ‘United Against Bullying’ and in
our school we promoted the message ‘It’s Cool to be Kind’. This year, to begin the
week, we joined with Andy and the Odd Socks to celebrate being unique individuals
and we wore odd socks or crazy tights.

A Child’s War	
Year 6 found out about what it was like to be evacuated from your home in the city to
the countryside during WWII, as part of their topic, ‘A Child’s War’. After discussing the
government packing list that was given to families in 1939, Year 6 packed their own cases,
having to think very carefully about what to take, as well as making sure their small case
wasn’t too heavy! They also talked about what one special item they would take with them
for comfort. Many chose a picture of their family or a
favourite cuddly toy!
Year 6 celebrated
the end of their topic
with a virtual VE Day
party. The girls made
decorations, baked war
time recipes, recited
war VE Day poems and
memories, and played
and sang war time songs.
Fantastic effort ladies ‘We’ll Meet Again’!

Helping
Hands
Club
Helping Hands club have been hard
at work researching causes that are
close to our hearts and deciding how
we can help. Some of the girls are
researching the rainforest and how
to raise awareness in our school
community about endangered
animals. They are also looking at our
school grounds and how we can
help local wildlife such as hedgehogs.
The girls have some amazing ideas –
watch this space!

Year 5 Tudors	
As part of their Tudor topic, Year 5 had to design and
plan a menu for a banquet to be hosted by King Henry
VIII before they were asked to try out some authentic
recipes from the time.  

Castles	
Year 4 finished their topic, 1066, in spectacular fashion
creating their very own Motte and Bailey Castles. They
researched the different features of the castles and then
designed their own models using a range of materials.
The girls were all incredibly creative using, Lego, cake,
sticks and natural materials from their gardens, plastic
animals and cardboard of all sizes! We were very
impressed with the design and effort all the girls made!

World Book Week	
Despite not being in school, there was a real ‘buzz’
online for World Book Week. We were treated to
talks by authors Catherine Vase and Abi Elphinstone,
who inspired the girls by talking about their books,
how they get ideas for their writing and demonstrating
illustrations. Everyone (including some teachers!) took
part in lively dance workshops presented by West
End in Schools on the theme of ‘Alice in Wonderland’.
There were some
amazingly creative
activities going on
across all the year
groups including a
Mad Hatter’s Tea
Party in Year 3.   

Guess the Book Dress Up
Year 5 were set the task of recreating
a scene from a book during Book
Week. Can you guess which books
these photos are from?

Year 1 Art	
This week, the Year 1’s had a look at some
paintings created by an Artist called Piet
Mondrian. Mondrian was a Dutch artist who
enjoyed painting using the primary colours to
create abstract pictures. The girls reminded
themselves of the primary colours, and had
the chance to make their very own Mondrian
style collages. They were brilliant!

Chess Club

Poetry Club

The Year 4 girls battle it out in Chess
Club each week. They are improving
all the time, mastering new skills and
strategies.

In Prep Poetry Club, the girls watched Michael Rosen
performing a couple of his poems and discussed what
makes a good performance poem. They then practised
and performed their own.

Chefs
adopt a
School
As part of our Year 5
‘Chefs Adopt a School’
programme, Chef Gary
taught the girls about
taste and how the tongue
has different areas for
bitter, sweet, sour and
salty. The girls then
tested various foods.
They were surprised by
the pleasant bitterness
of chicory, but the
resounding favourite was
the strawberry jelly!

The girls made bread at
school and took it home
to bake – just like Chef
Gary!

They also learned the
practical skills of how to
safely cut various food
items safely. Thinking
about textures, tastes
and colours the girls
made a healthy egg salad.
The finished salads were
enjoyed for lunch!

Year 5
Activities
Week
Our first trip of the academic year took place
in April with Year 5 going to High Ashurst as
part of their Activities Week. Much fun was
had by all as the girls (and the teachers!)
overcame fears and pushed themselves
out of their comfort zones, climbing
to dizzy heights and leaping
on to trapezes!

Year 6
Activities Week	
Our Year 6 girls threw themselves into Activities
Week. Superb art work was created; fabulous street
dance routines were performed; tremendous courage
was displayed when climbing the high ropes and
jumping on to a trapeze; and outstanding team work
was demonstrated as the girls paddled giant rafts down
the River Thames.

Tremors
Year 3 visited a range of
volcanoes as part of their Tremors
topic using our VR headsets. The
girls also took a tour around the
ancient city of Pompeii and ‘stood’
on the edge of the famous Mount
Vesuvius after reading ‘Escape
From Pompeii’ in class.

Hubble Bubble
Toil & Trouble
In Year 4, the girls concocted and created their own
potion bottle labels; including ingredients, instructions
for use and warning symbols. After reading extracts
from Macbeth, the girls wrote their own rhyming
couplet poems and performed them to the class, using
our scariest cackles ha ha ha ha ha!

Stride
In the Spring Term,
Year 6 participated in
an exciting Business
& Enterprise course,
Putting Young Minds
to Work, run by Stride
Ventures. It is a great
opportunity for them to
develop enterprise and
employability skills and
part of our commitment
to preparing our girls for
life as well as for exams.
The children were
tasked with setting up
and running a minibusiness. Working in
teams they came up with
product ideas, bought
raw materials with a
Stride cash loan, pitched
business plans and made
and sold products at
an Enterprise Fair. The
course was challenging
and team work is not
always easy, but the girls
learned to persevere and
make their businesses
happen. At the end of
the course there are
awards for the Most
Profitable Business and
Perfect Pitch Winner
with profits, £758, from
the sales going to Cherry
Trees, a local charity
chosen by the girls.

Science Workshop
The Year 6 classes took part in a SATRO science workshop, which brought the reality of
sustainable energy usage and educational goals together. During the day the girls carried out
many hands-on activities and learnt how everyone can play a part in creating a sustainable
future for all.

Palm
Procession
There was great excitement as the girls were
joined by Gizmo and Nibbles, a pair of very
friendly donkeys, who were kindly brought
to school by our neighbour so that the girls
could take part in a Palm Procession for
Easter. It was very uplifting and culminated
in a beautiful chapel service reflecting on the
events of Holy Week. We gathered together,
as a school community, to mark the events
of Holy Week with a Lenten Reflection. We
were delighted to share with everyone the
results of a drama workshop that Year 3 took
part in, re-enacting events from the Passion
of Jesus, that formed the focal point for our
wonderful service.

Hop, Skip & Jump	
An Easter themed fun run for the whole of
the Prep school.

Sayers
Croft
Year 4 had a sensational two
days away from school at Sayers
Croft. Amongst other things, they
took part in a blindfold trail,
bouldering, orienteering,
shelter building and clay
modelling.

Bounce	
In Art, as part of their ‘Bounce’ topic, the girls in Year 2 looked at photographs of
installation art featuring balls. They then used their marbling skills to create their own
class sculpture.

Judaism Workshop
We welcomed Ruth Jampel from Judaism in Schools
for a whole school assembly and year group
workshops as part of our Other Faiths project in
Religious Education about Judaism. We found out a
huge amount about Jewish beliefs, worship and day to
day life. Years 1 and 2 found out about how a Jewish
family celebrate Shabbat, Year 3 investigated what you
would find inside a Synagogue, Year 4 developed their
understanding of the Jewish scriptures particularly the
Torah, Year 5 learnt about the Exodus story and how it
is celebrated at Pesach (Passover) and Year 6 reflected
on the Jewish new year celebrated at Rosh Hashanah.
It was wonderful for the girls to have this first hand
experience and to work with real artefacts.

Chocolate Workshop	
The girls had an amazing time at the Chocolate Workshop
with Gary and Emily from the kitchen. They were able to taste
cocoa that hasn’t been processed and discovered that it is rather
bitter. They also sampled chocolate that was 75% cocoa and milk
chocolate which was much sweeter and decided which one they
preferred. They then enjoyed making chocolate lollies including
sprinkles with Gary and chocolates using moulds with Emily. Whilst
this was happening, the girls had fun creating a paper and tin foil
chocolate wrapper in the style of Roy Lichtenstein.
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Summer Production	
Year 6 brought the wonderful tale of Wind in the Willows to life in their summer production this year. There were some
spectacular performances and musical numbers which reminded us all of the importance of friendships.

Sports Day
After one rain off, we were delighted to be able to
hold our annual sports day for both Lower and Upper
Prep girls. The girls held their nerve while competing
in a number or races and events and a great time was
had by all.

Volcanos	
Year 3 enjoyed exploring marks to capture the energy
and colours of a volcano erupting. Their investigation
included using pieces of card, flicking or rolling their
paintbrush, using the end of it to draw into the paint
or trying left/right handed marks. Tissues were also
used to rub for cloud-like effects. These different
approaches brought many amazing effects, as well as
being a lot of fun!

Stargazers	
To celebrate the end of their
‘Stargazers’ topic, Year 5
girls used their creativity and
imaginative skills to make
their very own space rocket,
lunar module or moon buggy.
Is this the next generation of
woman space engineers?

Year 6 Science	
As part of Science Week, Year 6 looked at the skeleton. They were tasked
with designing and constructing a structure that will support a ball as high
above the table top as possible with only 10 sheets of newspaper and a
metre of Sellotape. Here are some of the winning designs.

International Women’s Day	
Year 3 learnt about bold, courageous and visionary women to celebrate International
Women’s Day. They thought about what qualities we had and how we could change
the world, creating exploding heads and writing letters to our future selves.

Inspired by Yayoi
Kusama, the
‘Princess of Polka
Dots’, Year 2 created
their own pieces
of artwork and a
collaborative piece
of work for our class
gallery. The girls
learnt about Yayoi
Kusama’s love of art,
fashion and sculpture
and her will to make
the world a better
place by protesting
for peace, not war.

Advent
Wreaths

Cards for
Care Homes

Year 1 really enjoyed
learning all about Advent
Wreaths in RE and had
some lovely thoughts
about what we do and
what we enjoy during
this period of waiting.
The girls then put
their craft hats on
and produced some
beautiful Christmas
Wreaths! Well done
girls!

The girls enjoyed putting love and care into cards
for the children of Cherry Trees and residents of
local care homes. These cards reminded our girls
of the joy of spreading happiness to others.

Christingles	
The girls in Year 1 really enjoyed rounding off
their Advent topic in RE by making their very own
Christingles. The girls worked so hard to learn
the different meaning for each component within
the Christingle and carefully assemble them. They
weren’t best pleased when it was explained that
the sweets were not for eating! Once assembled,
they began to feel very festive!

Christmas Carol Service	
Our Upper Prep Carols by Candlelight reminded us of the true meaning of Christmas. The girls sang and read beautifully.

Nativity
Lower Prep delighted the
whole school with their Nativity
performance this Christmas.
The singing was beautiful and
the performances were
brilliant from all
the girls.

To all of our fabulous Prep girls,

“The sun will shine on you again
and the clouds will go away”
CAPTAIN SIR TOM MOORE

Lockdown Learning
In January, the country went into lockdown again. We were so proud of the
girls and their continued enthusiam during this very tricky time. Here are some
examples of the beautiful work and creative activities that continued at home.
On top of their school work we also loved hearing about the other things that
they were getting up to such as; baking, art, coding, cooking, experiments,
presentations, research,reading, helping others in need, poetry, riddles,
reading challenges, music lessons, gardening, sewing, bird watching, knitting,
crocheting, pet care and almost every sport that you can imagine!

Qualifiers
We have had a lot of success
with our NSEA team this year
who have been out competing in
a variety of disciplines and even
qualifying for the various NSEA
Championships.
Jackson B, Inde and Minty W,
Antonia S, Chloe B,
Lottie B, Mia and Sofie S,
Lulu S and Rebekah S have all
qualified for the Grass Roots
Championships at Hickstead in
August for Show Jumping.
Victoria S, Ava-Mae G, Inde
W, Lulu S, Joe N and Chloe B
have all qualified for the NSEA
National Championships in
August for Show Jumping and
Dressage.
Mia and Sofie S, Lottie B, Lulu S,
Rebekah and Victoria S, Inde W,
Antonia S, Chloe B and AveMae G have all qualified for the
NSEA Plate Championships in
November for Show Jumping and
Dressage.

NSEA Parwood Friday
4th June 2021
On Friday 4th June we had a
large group of NSEA riders out
competing at Parwood for a
Dressage competition.
In the Introductory class riding
Intro A was Alex N, Inde W,
Lulu S and Minty W who came
1st as a team with Alex placing
2nd, Inde placing 3rd and Lulu
placing 5th individually!
In the Prelimary class riding
Prelim 13 was Antonia S, Chloe
B, Inde W, Joe N, Lulu S, Minty
W and Victoria S. Joe then
placed 3rd and Lulu placed 8th
individually!
In the Novice class riding Novice
28 was Antonia S, Cassia C, Illy
C and Lulu S. Lulu then placed
6th individually!

NSEA Championship
Hickstead Saturday
29th May 2021
The Eventers Challenge
Championship was on Saturday
29th May at Hickstead where
we had four NSEA riders out
competing. The course was up
to height and everyone rode
brilliantly!

NSEA Coombelands
Monday 3rd May 2021
The teams who went out to
the Eventers Challenge at
Coombelands on Monday 3rd
May did a fantastic job!
The 60cm team – Jackson,
Lottie and Sofie – all rode
clear rounds to be placed first!
With Lottie placing 3rd, Sofie
placing 6th and Jackson placing
9th individually. The team has
qualified for the Grass Roots
Regional Championships!!
In the 70cm class, following in
the footsteps of the previous
team, everyone rode brilliantly
with Lulu coming 3rd, Sofie
coming 8th and Lottie coming
9th individually for the whole
team to win the class! The team
has qualified for the NSEA
Eventers Challenge Final at
Hickstead!!

NSEA Felbridge
Saturday 5th
December 2020
On Saturday 5th December,
a group of our NSEA riders
went to Felbridge to compete
in the Show Jumping Grassroots
Championship.
Jackson, our individual rider in
the earlier classes, came 1st in
the 40cm and 4th in the 50cm.
In the 60cm class, we had two
teams entered. One team –
Antonia, Inde and Sofie – came
4th, the second team – Antonia,
Chloe and Lottie – came 5th.
Antonia placed 1st individually.
In the 70cm class, we also had
two teams entered. The Green
team – Antonia, Inde and Lulu –
came 7th overall, while the Pink
team – Chloe, Lottie, Mia and
Sofie – placed 4th.

Lulu then went in as an individual
to come 5th overall in the 80cm
class! She also qualified for the
NSEA Eventers Challenge Final
at Hickstead as an individual!!

Congratulations everyone for
such a brilliant result!

Chilham Park Saturday
1st May 2021

Three of our riders braved the
weather out at a competition
on Arnie, Charlie and Ellie on
Thursday 28th October to do
some dressage at Felbridge.
Emily went first on Ellie to score
62.3% , Anna went next on
Arnie to place 4th in her class
with 66.3% . Finally, Jenna rode
Charlie to score 63.6% . Well
done everyone!

On Saturday 1st May, three
riders went to Chilham Park
on to compete in their first BE
(British Eventing) competition of
the season.
Cassi, Issy and Maddy all
competed in the BE90 U18 class.
All three girls rode very good
dressage tests and double clears
for the Show Jumping and the
Cross County.
Issy won her section on her
dressage score and Maddy
placed 7th in a very competitive
field.
Well done girls!

NSEA Felbridge
Friday 9th April 2021
On Friday 9th April, we had
a team of four riders out
competing in an Eventers
Challenge at Felbridge. Chloe,
Inde, Lottie, and Sofie came 4th
overall in the 70cm class.
Well done everyone!

Felbridge Thursday
28th October 2020

NSEA Felbridge
Saturday 17th
October 2020
Six NSEA riders went out to
Felbridge on Saturday 17th
October and did brilliantly! In
the 50cm class, Inde, Jackson
and Minty came 3rd as a
team with Jackson placing 5th
individually. The 60cm team
went in – Chloe, Inde, Lottie
and Sofie – and Chloe came
1st as an individual! Well done
everyone!

NSEA Coombelands
Sunday 4th October
2020
On Sunday 4th October in
the pouring rain we had seven
NSEA riders out competing at
Coombelands, and did brilliantly!

Jackson was first up, coming
1st in the 40cm and 4th in the
50cm.
A team of three – Chloe,
Lottie and Sofie – with a late
addition, rode amazing rounds
in the 60cm to come 7th as a
team, with Sofie placing 2nd
individually.
In the 70cm, Antonia, Chloe,
Lulu and Sofie did the school
proud to come in 1st place as a
team! Individually, Antonia came
5th and Lulu placed 7th.
Finally, in the 80cm, Antonia,
Lulu and Mia came 3rd overall
with Antonia placing 7th
individually.

NSEA Felbridge
Sunday 27th
September 2020
On Sunday 27th September, 12
riders travelled to Felbridge in
the early hours to compete in
show jumping for the NSEA.
Two teams competed in
the 70cm class, Team Pink –
consisting of Antonia, Lottie,
Lulu and Sofie, and Team Green
– Katrina, Inde, Rebekah and
Victoria. After some amazing
rounds, Team Pink ended up 3rd
while Team Green placed 4th.

Staff Activities and
Successes
Mandy and Yvonne passed their
BHS Stage 2 Care and Lunge
exams.
Evie is now a fully qualified
Veterinary Physiotherapy with
her PGDip (Post Graduate
Diploma).

Amelie G
We were very proud of Amelie
who represented team GB,
her and her horse then went
through to second round; GB
versus Hungary in the final
round. It was extremely close
between Great Britain and
Hungary. GB team ended up
in second place which was an
amazing achievement as it just
came down to one fence in the
end. Amelie was very proud
to make the podium and to
experience jumping under such
pressure.

For all tennis related enquiries,
please contact Kirsti Childs
esta@effinghamschools.org
07980 604372

It has been an extremely busy year for tennis at ESTA with a number
of events taking place!

LTA Match Play Events
ESTA Head Coach Jack Lane ran some LTA match play events during
the October half term and the Summer holidays.
These events are a great way for children to gain more match play
experience in a familiar and fun environment!

Scholars
Our scholars continue to impress us with their progress this year
despite the challenges they have faced during these uncertain times.
As soon as restrictions were lifted, they were all straight back on
court and raring to make up for lost time!
ESTA tennis scholar Nora May H is continuing her tennis training in
Barcelona at the Sanchez-Casal Tennis Academy where she has the
opportunity to play tennis 4 hours everyday with fitness sessions and
match play events most weekends. We look forward to keeping up to
date with her results and tennis journey in Spain!
We also say farewell to our Year 11 scholars Lara S, Izzy J and
Francesca B who have represented the school and ESTA since joining
in Year 7 with some impressive results, including reaching the Finals
of the Surrey League in 2018 with their teammates. We hope you
continue to play tennis competitively and keep us up to date with
your results!

Prep Tennis Club
Lee Childs ran morning tennis clubs for our Years 4–6 players,
preparing them for their Surrey League matches during the Summer
term. Lee was impressed with the girls’ enthusiasm, progress and
attendance (despite the early start!). He looks forward to working
with them all again next tennis season.

Team Challenge Week
Tennis Camps
Fortunately, we were able to offer tennis camps over the Summer,
October half term, Easter break and May half term which were very
well attended.

She Rallies Workshop
On Saturday 29th May some of our tennis girls took part in a She
Rallies workshop at ESTA. This initiative was designed by Judy Murray
to encourage more girls to join the tennis workforce and was run by
the She Rallies ambassador for Surrey, Sophie Cockell. Sophie taught
the girls various coaching skills and training tools which they can use as
a platform for their Level 1 Coaching Qualification in the future. Two
aspects that Sophie particularly focused on was content and ideas for
Girls’ Fun Days and Girls’ Recreational Competition.

Road To Wimbledon Event
ESTA was delighted to host the Road To Wimbledon event for our
U14 players on Tuesday 25th May. We were so impressed with the
girls’ enthusiasm, determination and fantastic sportsmanship. There
were some really competitive matches and amazing rallies! We would
like to congratulate all the girls who took part. Special congratulations
to the winner of the event, Evelyn N, who won all 4 of her matches
and our very deserving runner up Lola H. Evelyn has now progressed
through to the County Finals with a chance to then play the National
Finals at Wimbledon. We look forward to hearing Evelyn’s results!

During the penultimate week of the Summer term, ESTA ran
the Team Challenge event for our prep players at St Teresa’s and
Cranmore. This is an LTA initiative designed to incorporate some fun
match play in group sessions where the children compete in teams
and receive medals and certificates. It was a great way to end an
amazing term of tennis at both schools!

Match Play Events for Cranmore
& St Teresa’s players
ESTA is hosting two match play events for our players across both
schools at the beginning of the Autumn term 2021. This is another
opportunity for children from Years 3 and above to gain more match
play experience. We hope parents will also be able to join us to
spectate and enjoy a delicious BBQ at the ESTA clubhouse!

Boarding
Boarders have enjoyed day trips varying from visits to castles
such as Hampton Court where they even had a horse
carriage ride around the gardens, Crazy Golf, Denbies
Vineyard, Chessington World of Adventures, campfires
the lovely school grounds, silent discos, baking,
after school craft clubs and sporting activities;
offering opportunities beyond the academic
day, not forgetting the opportunities to
take part in the school plays and concerts.
Not forgetting the exciting snow days that
the Boarders enjoyed. Boarders have joined
the Head Chef in the kitchen, to cook
and prepare food for our International
Suppers. We keep putting them on and
the girls keep stepping up to provide
each other with delicious food and
hospitality. The kitchen comes alive with
their warmth and excitement! What
a busy year we have had, and we are
looking forward to many more with the
relaxation of the current rules.
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Values week
Our annual Values Week focused on ‘Compassion’ in 2021, and what
a week! The week featured daily assemblies, focusing on each one
of our school values of Faith, Character, Intellect, Community and
Compassion and spurred on by Lucy-Kate, our Senior Prefect for
Values (also known as the ‘Captain of Fun’!). A highlight of these was
an incredible assembly delivered on Character by Hannah, our Head
Girl, on the subject of her great-great grandmother Elsie Knocker and
her incredible achievements during WWI.
Our first ever pilgrimage to Guildford Cathedral (with only a slight
detour!) took place, where an intrepid group walked from St Teresa’s to
Guildford, and even managed to join in remotely with that morning’s
assembly, and they even made a guest appearance at ‘Breakeaoke’ –
another Values Week highlight!
Year 7 participated in a sign language lesson, the Drama Department
staged a number of Immersive Theatre experiences (‘How
Compassionate Are You?’), alongside the grand unveiling of our
‘bubbled’ school productions, ‘The Show must Go On’.
Mrs Yalden and Deacon Simon led a truly transcendental Evensong;
there was a nature walk, a diversity celebration, daily visits to equestrian,
online volunteering and charitable activities, a Sixth Form colour run in
aid of Cancer Research, the monumental achievement that is iPrayOnline
and two, massive Art projects resulting in origami butterflies, which are
adorning the Dining Hall, and textile hearts in the Chapel, both now
exhibited for the year to remind us of our value of Compassion.
The Eco Council conducted a litter pick, and the Boarders invited
their Day Girl friends to their international supper.
The piece de resistance is our aerial drone photograph, with the
whole school (including Twinkle!) turning out in bubbles to create an
enormous compassionate heart. It will be a reminder in years to come
of the truly strange circumstances of 2021.
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